
NOVEMBER 14th 2018 Wednesday Yorkshire Museum and YORK  
Meet at 10.30 in front of the Yorkshire Museum.  
Morning  
“Uncovering the Yorkshire Jurassic” a talk and walk of Yorkshire Museum’s major exhibition 
“Yorkshire’s Jurassic World” led by one of the museum staff.  
 
Afternoon 
“Building Stones of York City Centre”. A guided walk led by Paul Hildreth.  
The route included: Museum Gardens, Lendal, High Ousegate, Shambles, Stonegate and York Minster 
environs.                                                                                                                                                               
Also “shopfrontite”, “three-in-one-rock” and other exotics.  

 

 
 
 
23 members and 3 visitors met outside the Yorkshire Museum at 10.15 am 
 

 

Exploring the Exhibition  

The internet connection:   https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/exhibition/yorkshires-jurassic-world/      

https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/exhibition/yorkshires-jurassic-world/


Discovery                                                                                                                                                         
With a life size plesiosaur overhead and a dig zone where you can hunt for fossils, this gallery sets the 
scene for the exhibition. It looks at the history of the Earth, putting the Jurassic Period into context and 
introducing the ideas and discoveries that form the basis for much of what we know today about this period. 

Coral Seas                                                                                                                                                     
Visitors are immersed in a tropical world of shallow waters alive with coral, fish, starfish and other sea life. 
Fossils from the period are displayed alongside illustrations and animations demonstrating the colours and 
movement of the creatures. CGI environments and LED lighting give the impression of being surrounded 
by the scenes, and a large rock structure in the centre invites you to sit and discover more. Visitors can 
also make rubbings of the replica fossils. 

Deep Oceans                                                                                                                                                              
The next gallery plunges visitors down into the depths of the Jurassic oceans. Our internationally significant 
and immense sea dragon fossils are brought to life through Augmented Reality. Pick up an iPad and see 
the huge ichthyosaur and two plesiosaurs depicted at full size with realistic skin tones based on the latest 
research. 

The gallery also shows the strength of our collections from this period with ammonites and belemnites, 
once eaten by the sea dragons, and the rare fossilised remains of embryonic ichthyosaurs shown in a 
“collider case”. This technology allows the fossilised baby itchyosaurs to “swim” off the rock and around the 
case before your very eyes. 

Dinosaur Country                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Visitors enter Dinosaur Country surrounded by trees, plants and dinosaurs. Here, CGI dinosaurs can be 
seen scampering across the fossilised muddy flats which contain real dinosaur footprints. A full size 
Megalosaur is depicted on the wall with fossils showing the size and ferocity of her teeth and claws. 

On the opposite wall, a life size pterosaur is shown – these are the creatures which took to Yorkshire’s 
Jurassic skies, and visitors will be able to see some of their real footprints. 

In the middle of the room will be Alan – proof that some of the largest dinosaurs that roamed the earth 
once lived in what we now call Yorkshire. Alan was named after the finder of a huge vertebra from the 
oldest true sauropod dinosaur ever found in the UK. 

Sauropods (often referred to as ‘brontosaurs’) were plant-eaters, and the largest animals ever to have 
walked the Earth. They were a successful group for nearly 150 million years. Nearby is the chance to put 
on a Virtual Reality* headset to meet a towering sauropod and feed it lunch! 

Fossilised plants, another strength of our collection, are also on display here to provide an idea about what 
the dinosaurs could see and what they ate. 

Meteorites                                                                                                                                                              
Our small meteorite collection contains the Middlesbrough meteorite which fell on 4 March 1881. 

To view the museum’s geological collection click here:-             
https://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/?CL[0]=Geology  
 
 

https://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/collections/search/?CL%5b0%5d=Geology


              
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MWGG members outside the Art Gallery in York 
  

Barclays Bank displaying finely carved sandstone 



 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      



                 
 

 
Glossary of Terms  
SEDIMENTARY ROCKS  
Bedding plane – a 3-dimensional surface marking the top of a sedimentary rock unit (=bed). They often cause 
weaknesses along which rocks can be split but are exciting as they represent temporary halts in sedimentation 
and may support evidence of organic (fossil) and mechanical activity.  
Bioturbation – the activity of in-fauna such as worms, crustacean etc. through the processing of sediment that 
leads to a destruction of bedding and may be evidenced by ichnofossils (trace fossils) such as burrows.  
Cross bedding - groups of inclined layers formed during deposition on inclined surfaces of bedforms such as 
ripples and dunes which indicate that the depositional environment contained a flowing medium (typically 
water or wind).  
Graded bedding – the gradual decrease in grain size of sediment upwards in a bed or unit of rock indicating 
gradual settling. Together with cross bedding, graded bedding is a useful indicator of “way-up”.  
Lag deposit - the deposition of material winnowed by physical action. Aeolian processes, fluvial processes, and 
tidal processes can remove the finer portion of a sedimentary deposit leaving the coarser material behind.  



Magnesian limestone – is a rock composed largely of the double carbonate of magnesium and calcium 
(Ca,Mg(CO3)2). Unlike limestone (CaCO3), magnesian limestone does not react readily with dilute hydrochloric 
acid; it has to be warmed.  
Oolitic – a texture produced by grains (ooliths) which are concentric layers of lime around a nucleus of broken 
shell or sand grain. They formed by gentle rolling on the sea bed until too big for the currents to move. Larger 
ones, called pisoliths, are formed in stronger currents giving pisolitic texture. Oncolites are similar structures 
formed by cyanobacterial growth. They are indicators of warm waters in the photic zone.  
“Way up” – refers to the correct or original attitude of bedding before it was affected by earth movement 
(=tectonics).  
IGNEOUS ROCKS  
Feldspar – a silicate mineral with the general formula (Ca,Na,K)AlSi2-3O8. K-feldspar (=orthoclase) is often pink, 
the others (=plagioclase) are usually pale grey.  
Larvikite - is a variety of monzonite, an intermediate intrusive igneous rock. It is notable for the presence of 
thumbnail-sized crystals of feldspar which give a characteristic blue or silver sheen known as a Schiller effect on 
polished surfaces. Permian in age. 


