
Mid Week Geology Group 

Members’ day Deepdale Boston Spa Monday 18th January 2016 

 

31 members were present when Anne, our Madam-

chairman, welcomed everyone and started the proceedings 

by giving the annual illustrated resume of our 2015 field trips, 

this being her last presentation before standing down as 

Madam-Chairman for many years. 

 

Because there were seven further presentations these were all set against a time slot of 10 minutes 

each with alarm bells ringing when the due time was up.                                                                                 

Some presenters managed to meet the challenge, and others overran the time!!                                    

They were allowed to finish their show with no penalty point imposed. 

Malcolm gave a rundown of his project for the “Geological Path” he had been setting out in his front 

garden embedded with many rock samples, including donations from MWGG members. Malcolm 

and Judith plan to have an open day later in the year for members to be able to view the enterprise.  

Anne took us on a geological tour of Namibia with its Precambrian rocks and river canyons, desert 

and coastal sand dunes, salt pans, dinosaur footprints and petrified trees.  

 

Judith took us to the remote Russian state of Kamchatka, in the 

Pacific Ring of Fire, with its hot springs Volcanic hot and cold water 

lakes and rivers. She was transported by ex Russian army lorries and 

helicopters form one very rudimentary accommodation to another. 

 

David gave us an insight into the beauties of precious gemstones, and 

the science of light reflection and refraction that produces the sparkle 

of the finished jewellery piece. He also demonstrated how the various 

mineral contents the precious gemstones for Diamonds, Garnets and 

Emeralds produce a wide variety of colours for each type of gemstone. 

Alan took us to St David’s bay on the Pembrokeshire coast and concentrated on the cliff exposures 

that showed the impact of the Hercynian Orogeny and local Johnston Thrust, along with the granites 

of pre-Cambrian volcanic rocks at each end of the bay.  

John then took us to Switzerland and the Engadine valley which, due 

massive earth movements and tilting of the rocks, gave exposures down 

the valley demonstrating the “Clay Cycle” The journey then went down 

the Swiss Rhone and on to the Zone valley, near Lake Iseo in Italy, with 

its tall pyramids of glacial deposits capped by large bounders left by the 

glaciers. 



Jeremy introduced us to two unusual ornamental 

stones in Canterbury Cathedral. Firstly the green 

marble alter in St Anselm’s Chapel, presented by the 

people of Aosta birthplace of St Anselm. Secondly 

the stoop, for holy water, carved out of Hammamat 

conglomerate which came from quarries in ancient 

Egypt, worked from 1500BC to the 3rd century AD.  

The quarry was shown, along with the location of 

gold bearing rocks, on the oldest known geological 

Turin Papyrus map which had been drawn c. 1500BC. 

At the end of this Members’ Day, in a special 

ceremony, our illustrious Madam Chairman Anne 

was presented, by John and Sheila our new Joint 

Chairmen, with a token of our appreciation for all the 

dedicated, hard and loyal work she had put into role 

over the last few years.                                                

The Members present showed their heartfelt thanks 

to Anne and wished John and Sheila all the best and 

offered their support as they took on the role of Joint 

Chairmen of the MidWeek Geology Group. 


