
Mid-Week Geology Group 

Annual Lecture and AGM 15th December 2016. 

 

30 members attended Annual Lecture and AGM this year and gathered again at the 

Bridge Inn in Walshford, north of Wetherby and there were 6 apologies for absence. 

The Annual Lecture was entitled          “Sirius Minerals – the incredible journey”.          

The story of the York Potash mine being developed on the edge of the North 

Yorkshire Moors National Park, near Whitby.  

The lecture was delivered by David Warburton, geologist, from York Potash, Scarborough 

David invited the audience to raise questions as he progressed through the 

lecture and thus “Questions and Answers” resulted in good questions being 

asked on many points which were very informatively answered.                                                           

The lecture covered the all the aspects of the logistical and financial 

concepts involved to develop a potash deep mine, and the problems of 

meeting all the planning requirements and safeguards needed when 

developing a mine in a national park. These involved the landscaping of the 

site including biulding the mine head part buried in the ground, and 

camouflaging the buildings to blend in with the surroundings for two 1,500 

mtrs deep mineshafts; along with boring a 32 kilometre tunnel to transport the ore to a processing and shipping 

terminal on the river Tees.                 He also discussed the unique qualities of the almost pure Potash 4 fertilizer and 

it properties to improve the soil and crop yields without the run-off and water pollution problems normally 

encountered with high yield nitrate fertilizers.                                                                                                                                       

All in all an excellent annual lecture which everyone enjoyed. 

This was followed with an illustrated introduction by John covering the content and logistics for the next annual 

midweek break to the eastern Lake District in May 2017. 

After our Annual Buffet Luncheon John, our “Chairman for the 

Day”, opened the AGM with a brief summary of activities during 

the last year.  

Margaret then presented the Annual Accounts for 2016 to the 

meeting and it was agreed that the MWGG funds were just 

adequate and that the new £15 level of Annual Subscriptions for 

2017 that was agreed at the 2015 AGM would help to ensure the 

MWGG continues to have a better level of funds available in the 

future.                                                                                                                            

It was also agreed that members should pay the full price for the 

annual luncheon in future. 

The 2017 field trip programme was discussed and a few ideas were aired. Members were asked to bring forward 

ideas for trips they would be interested to go on or organise.  

The meeting closed at 3.15pm after agreeing to have the next AGM in December 2017 with the Annual Luncheon at 

the Bridge Inn. 

 



 


