
MWGG Field Trip Thursday, 13th August2015:                                           

Todmorden Moor Walk 

On a dry, fine morning, 17 members met Alison and Barry on Todmorden Moor. We parked 
in Parkin Lane and followed Flowerscar Road which rises gently uphill to the spoil heaps. We 
spent a short time searching the spoil heap and several pieces of coal ball were found.  
 
The coal seams and mudstones on Todmorden Moor are an important source of coal balls 
(containing beautifully preserved plant fossils and even shark remains within carbonate 
nodules, which are of great importance in the study of palaeo-botany and marine fossils) 
which have international geological significance and the site needs to be protected for 
future research. Also, all these coal seams are under lain by at least 1m of fireclay which was 
of great economic value. 
  
 

We followed the geological trail, which covers 
about three miles of track on moorland footpaths, 
with boggy sections. Todmorden Moor is well 
above 400m and is exposed to windy weather even 
in August. Passing Rough Rock Quarry mined for 
uncemented sandstone which was used for cottage 
floors which could be easily swept, we moved on 
until we came across more evidence of coal mining 
and the boards showing the history of clay 
extraction by the Temperley Bros, with evidence 
still visible. 

Searching for fossils  
 
 
We continued to another spoil heap. Between the 
sandstone beds are mudstones, interspersed with 
marine bands which allows correlation between 
coal seams in other parts of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire coalfields. Here we found a graveyard of 
goniatite concretions (nautilus present 
descendants), showing that sea levels must have 
flooded the area with clear but shallow water. 
Todmorden was on the Equator at that time. 
 
 

coal ball and carbonate nodule  
 
An excellent day was spent on the moor, an excellent geological and archaeological 
historical site which should be maintained. 
 
 


