
Marske Quarry, Errington Woods.           Leader: Alan Simkins. Tees Valley Riggs Group and Wildlife 

Trust. 

19 members turned out to greet the warm spring 

sunshine. Hot at times.  We started off walking 

through Errington Woods, the woodland having been 

planted in 1773 by the Errington family. 

Alan led us from the car park along the narrow gauge 

railway track of the East  Winning area of  Upleatham 

Mine, the third largest and eastern most  entrance to 

the Iron stone  workings. It was a main seam 

ironstone mine with the ironstone being sent to the 

steelworks in Middlesbrough. 

The area is thought to be part of a river cliff as marine deposits have been found. Also it is an area 

where dinosaurs roamed in the past. Footprints can be found in the rocks in several sites across 

Yorkshire but no remains have been found.  

Along the track a variety of flora in the names of wood sorrel, wood anemone, celandines and red 

campion were seen.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Also peacock butterflies landing on the plants. Also part of a sculpture  trail a wise old owl , who 

didn’t make me wiser and a heron who we didn’t recognise as such, lightened the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan pointed out the ruins of the winding house to which the ropeway which carried the ironstone 

to the railway then onto Middlesbrough and some to Wearside.  He also pointed out where the 

seam ended. The three seams were mined from 1851 to 1923 with east winning closing in 1912, 

west winning and main winning closing 1921 and 1923 respectively. 

Old Winding House 



 

We had a short stop to explain that the sandstone  quarry  

was formed in the lower Jurrasic period in the middle lias, 

approx 170 mill years ago. Rocks of the Saltwick Formation 

forming the higher ground of the Upleatham Hills. 

Sandstone is formed by the gradual depositing of sand 

from a big river delta.  A map of the wider area also gave 

us an explanation of  different deposits and timescales.  

 

 A short uphill climb brought us to the quarry entrance where there were two charcoal burners 

which are used by friends of the woods to produce and sell the charcoal. 

Reference was made to The Reverend John Howell , one of a number of environmentalist and 

geologists , who had the species Dictyozamites howelli named after him. A hundred plant fossils in 

Yorkshire being found by them. 

 

After a short break for lunch,  out came the hammers. The “middle aged vandals” were tapping 

away at the sandstone quarry remnants. The sandstone produced a few Jurrassic plant fossils, some 

looking like pen marks, You know who you are, says the lady who found the arrowhead. The finding 

of a Ptilophyllum (fragile fern) from the Bennettitales family was the highlight of the outing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Alan for the interesting excursion and I hope we are a little more knowledgeable. 


