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13 members started the day with a visit to the Gothic architectural City Hall which was opened in 

1873 with a later extension built in 1909.  

The hall has a rough rock foundation with Elland Flags for 

the finer components. The 2nd floor windows are set in an 

arcade of arches, niches occupied by statues of English 

monarchs, each weighing about a ton, carved from 

sandstone from quarries at Cliffe Wood (Bolton Road), 

sandstone from Cliffe Wood quarry (Idle sandstone 

refused); Westmoreland slates.  

 

                                                                                                                     West entrance with Aberdeen Granite pillars 

 The west entrance to City Hall, grey granite arcade, this entrance designed by Shaw, the steps are 

sandstone from Belle Dean quarry, and polished Hopton Wood stone from Derbyshire. The council 

chamber columns are Cupollino marble from Italy, the bronze panel opposite the Mayor's dais has 

alabaster frame.  

The front of the building is broken by three gables, behind which rises City hall's famous clock tower 

modelled on the Campanille of the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence. The tower is surmounted by a 9ft 

figure of a Dolphin which points permanently to the south west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                   Cupollino Marble                                                                                                     Council Chamber 

Inside the City Hall, the wealth of Bradford City based on the woollen industry, is depicted in the 

beautiful marble pillars and fireplaces in the Lord Mayor's Banquetting rooms, the Council Chambers 

with the horseshoe shaped seating, marble from Spain and the Press table is of Mahogany from 

Italy.  

We then moved outside to view the mosaics called Bradford 

by the Sea, a design of sea creatures using beach pebbles 

from Scotland, Wales and Cumbria; ironstone, limestone, 

basalts, dolerites and slate, with exotics like Sodalite and 

green Amazonite, from Russia and South America. 

 

 



 

After seeing the Mosaics, we proceeded up the hill to the old library, now not used as such, with 

Elterwater slate steps and Portland stone walls, before proceeding to Jacob’s Well 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                              Elterwater slate wall                                                                             Old Library Sienna marble 

 

Moving on through Jacobs Well, walls of Carboniferous 

sandstone, well bedded, emerging in the rockery with 

large blocks of highly durable fine grained Gaisby stone 

from Pickards quarry, Bolton Woods, showing evidence of 

plug and feather workings and lifting holes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mirror Pool                                                                                                     Mirror Pool with  Chinese Granite and Gabbro sets 

To the City Park and Mirror Pool. Underfoot , brownish variable porphyry from Trento quarry in Italy, 

edged with dark red rhyolite setts from China, a low wall surrounds of white granite and the nearby 

pool paved with small setts of Chinese igneous rocks including black Gabbro or Diorite, a green fine 

grained granite and fine grained greyish granite.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refuge biulding and Venevik Granite 

Moving through the town, the shops show building stones from Metamorphic, igneous and 

sedimentary rocks of a wide geological age. Blue pearl Lavikite, Cornish Granite, Rugose Corals, 

Green Serpentinite, to the red Peterhead granites. 

Further on we saw the impressive grey Dalbeattie granite columns outside entrance to the Nat West 

Bank, with the magnificent ceiling inside. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Dalbeattie granite 

NatWest Bank Peterhead and Dalbeattie granites                                              

We finished at the old Wool Exchange (now Waterstones), a Venetian Gothic design with alternating 

red and yellow sandstone dressing to the window arches and small granite columns on the upper 

floors and the Hustlergate entrance with the pink granite pillars and a fine hammer beam roof. 


