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On arrival, we were met by the ex-quarry manager, John McGough ,who gave us an interesting and 

informative talk/presentation on the history and operation of both the quarry and the cement 

works. There has been quarrying in the area since Roman times. More recently the works have been 

producing cement since the 1920’s when they were owned by the Earle Brothers and then 

subsequently by Blue Circle in the 1980’s and Lafarge until 2003 when it returned to private 

ownership. 

The cement works are located within the Peak District National Park at the junction of the limestone 

plateau which is part of the White Peak and the shales which form part of the beds of the silica-rich 

Dark Peak. Both of these are quarried immediately adjacent to the site. The ideal mix for making 

cement is 80% limestone and 20% shale.   

The raw materials are crushed to a fine 

composition and then melted in one of the 

kilns to a temperature of 1400degrees C. PFA 

or ex biomass fuel can be added as an 

alternative raw material. It then cools and 

recrystallises to form a cement clinker. This is 

then re-ground with a retarding agent ( 

gypsum ) added to form cement. 

 

The Hope works produce cement of a consistently good colour and its main market is in the S.E. of 

England. 1.4 million tons of cement were produced last year. There is a good rail network from the 

site linking with the main national rail network nearby. 



After enjoying lunch in the works’ canteen we were escorted to a viewing area above the limestone 

quarry to get an overview of the vast quarry and surrounding are . We witnessed a ‘ blast ‘ producing 

a rockfall for subsequent collection. This extensive quarry produces 2.5 million tons of stone a year 

virtually all of which goes into the production of cement with a small amount of poorer quality stone 

going for restoration material.   

 

 

The site has won awards for its quarry 

restoration management plans and for 

landscaping parts of the old quarry faces 

and they are keen to minimise any 

ecological devastation to the area. They 

are liaising with the local Wildlife Trust to 

create a Nature Reserve on the site. 

 

 

We examined some excellent sample boulders retrieved from the quarry with large crinoids and 

brachiopods and geode cavities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the weather deteriorated we declined a further walk up to Dirtlow Rake and retired to a teashop ! 


