
Visit to  Clapdale  in the Dales National Park on 22 July 2014                       

Leader John Williams 

Twelve of us met at the National Park car park in Clapham village on a beautiful hot 

summer’s day.  Millstone grit is extensively used as a local building stone in the village. 

John began by passing around a very comprehensive handout for the day and explained that 

the walk would demonstrate the effect of the Craven Faults.  The vertical throw of the vault 

zone, produced an overall movement of 1800 metres.   Clapham Village, at 160m above sea 

level rests on millstone grit extending down almost to sea level, formed in the Upper 

Carboniferous period.    

The walk took us up through the former gardens of Ingleborough Hall, passing the entrance 

to Ingleborough Show Cave, discovered by the Farrer family, who owned the Hall in 

Victorian times, and  made extensive changes to the local landscape.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They enlarged a waterfall, built a dam and lake and imported plants from around the world 

to the garden. They also made use of water power to generate electricity for the church 

farm and local streel lights.  We could see the impact of the South Craven fault at the lake, 

with the rocks to the north changing to Gordale Limestone at the top of the Great Scar 

Limestone.  Farrer planted alpine and other seeds here which he fired across into the 

limestone using a shotgun.  

At the north end of the lake there’s a sudden change to 

calcareous siltstones and slates of an Ordovician inlier in a 

stream bed that allowed Farrer to plant rhododendrons in 

this generally limestone area. We also passed the North 

Craven fault. 

 

 



We walked up Trow Gill formed by glacial action and meltwater some 12,000 years ago out 

of the Great Scar Limestone of the Lower Carboniferous.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took a short break beside Barr Pot as John  explained how these potholes were formed. 

 

 We eventually reached the entrance to Gaping Gill, at 400 metres above sea level, with 

views of the top of Ingleborough which at 723m is also capped by millstone grit .  

 

Several times each year, the Bradford Pothole 

Club set up a winch to allow visitors to descend 

98m through the waterfall into Gaping Gill.  The 

water descends through the cave system to 

emerge at Clapham Beck at Body Pot at the base 

of Gaping Gill.   

 

After viewing a retreat moraine in Clapham Bottoms, we walked back down to Clapham 

Village by Long Lane, passing through the two tunnels the Farrer family built to separate 

passing traffic from the residents of Ingleborough Hall.  

 Thank you John. 

 

 

 

 


