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Twenty three of us met at Yarnbury above Grassington for what was to be a memorable
and very informative day on the history of mining activities in this area dating back to
Roman Times when ‘pigs’ of lead have been recovered in the area. Through Medieval
times the mines were organised by large Monastic estates ( Fountains Abbey ) then
in the 17th Century ‘Meers’ (lengths of ground  along a vein ) were let to groups of
mines. In the 18th Century the Duke of Devonshire began to develop the land and into
the 19th Century a system of dams and reservoirs were built to mechanise the pumping
and winding of the mines and processing the ore. The large 500m flue visible on the
hillside was built in 1849 to replace 2 earlier chimneys.

The most prosperous phase for the mines was
in the 1820’s – 1860 when an average of 965
tons / year of lead was produced and 170
people were employed. This phase was
followed by a fall in production until the last
mine was abandoned in 1882. In the early 20th
Century barites, fluorspar and galena were
recovered from the tips.

The area was scheduled as an Ancient
Monument of National Importance in 1978.

We explored some of the existing remnants of shafts and
watercourses, smelt mills, Meer stones ,and the large flue,
which acted as a good shield against a particularly heavy
downpour !

As far as the geology is concerned, the minerals in this area
which is part of the Askrigg Block, were carried by hot, saline
fluids from the reheated Wensleydale Granite into the
overlying sediments in vertical veins along fault lines in the
Permian times.

We then repaired to Hebden for a cup of tea ! Thank you,
Will.


